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COC bays, deweloping the Okefenckee Vil4life Refuge in Oharlton,
%a9e and Clinch counties in Georgia, are making an invaluable gontride-

tion te the national wildlife restoeration pregram, says Dr. Irs K,
Gadrielmen, Chief of the U, 8, Meologieal Survey. His congratulsiions
to the camp rarsonnel came on the fifth anaiversary of the CCC,

The Cikcefenokee gamp {3 joining other camps throughsut the mation
this week (March 31 te April 5) in celebrating the anniversary and in-
vites the publie %0 visit the camp during an "open house” celedration
on (insert Ants) %o see the progress being meds st this Seergia wildlife
refuge, Hers the COC boys, under the 4irection of the Belogical Sun
vey, are wvarking t improve thae refugs ns they are in 31 other eamps on
refuges over the United 3Jtates, They are making the refuges mores at-
trastive $¢ wildlife and sasier $o aiminister,

306 Yoys.," says Ir., Oadrielsen, "are familiar figures in wany
loca)itien. The public by becoming aggquainted with them sand their work
can see the beneflcial effPet camp training has in preparing these bdoys
for goed citisenship as well ae laarm of tﬁnir eontributions to the wilde
iife progran.”

The Okefenckee Refuge in socuthern OGeorgis, reachins from tem miles
below Wayeross te within four miles of the Flerida line, has no countere
part anywvhare in the world., Its #ilderness conditions make 14 naturally
80 atiractive to wildlife that 11tile change will Be made here, Ne high-
ways will be bullé within the boundsxies of the refuge, as they might
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impalr the iselated condition of Okefenckes snd consiitute a serious
fire hasard.

Ninety species of birde winter =t the refuge ani the woed duek
is a year round inhaditany, Ringbeck, pintail and blasck Hucks are ecom-
mon, OCther interesting wildlife such as otters, bald esgles, ospreys,
limpking and sandhill coranes frequent the ares. It is also probadle
that the rare ivory-dilled weodpecker still exists irn the swamp. A
seall mumber of these bhirds were ocbserved there by selentists a few
yoars age.

The Mississirpi alligator, rapidly disappearing froa the haunts
of man, and bHlack bear, as well as the gamey Llack bass and other inter-
asting figh, thrive in this seation.

Alshough the natural supply of foed for migratory and residend
waterfowl here will be augmented, the iselated and strategic rosition of
the great Oskfsnokee swamp will be protecied to encourage increased oe~
Supangy.

Oksfenokes Refuge administrstion has been greatly improved by the
00C boys. They have beesn st work there since lMay 25, 1937«=lass than a
year. Yet they have completed six wehicle bridges, a combinasion duilding
and & garage slong with ten miscellansous structures. So far feur miles
of negessary truck trall and an equal amoumt of telephone line are fin-
1shed while Sopegraphic surveys have been started. A total of 2,336 man-
days alone were devoted hers %o the preparation and hanling of materials.

The work at this camm has just been started. Okefenekee comprises
- 296,000 acres (more than 462 square miles) and its vast area, impertany

loecation and umusual features make sfficient administrative arrangenents
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"Oonstructive plans,” says Dr. Gabrielson, "will bs followed.
Natural conditime will de carefully pressrved. At Okefenckee the
0CC boys are working, not to westors, but te insure pressrvstion,

This is an unigque sres not yet dewvastated by man."



